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William Ashendorf

January 22, 2002 Attorney / Mediator

Renata Hesse

Trial Attorney

Antitrust Division
Depariment of Justice

601 D Streer NW, Sulte 1200
Washington, DC 20530

Microsoft Case

Dear Ms, Hesve:

As an attomey and business owner, } know the impact litigation and government
regulations can have on a company. 1 am also very interested in how technology has
changed the legal profcssion and the cconomy so 1 have been following the Microsoft
antitrust with intercst,

The proposed settiement agreement will provide adequate remedics 1o all involved in this
industry — Microsofl, its compctitors, computer manufacturers, software developers and
consumers. The proteutivie for Microsofl competiters includa aceess to technical
information about the Windows operating system so non-Micmsoft software systems can
be used. Microsoft can renew its efforts to develop innovative software and continue its
technology lcadership in the global cconomy.

It is time to resolve this issue and get technology companics back to the business of
! innovatinn and product development. In my own city of Charlotie, we have seen the
. impact of u slowing economy, with some technology companies closing and others
reducing their workforces. Other industrics are also fucing tough times. A thriving
technology industry could providc & boost to uther parts of the economy. )

1 appreeinte your attention to this matter. t

Sinccfely. - {

éﬂliam Ashendorf ; e

6040 Joster Lane ¢ Charlotte, NC 28211 « Tel. & Fux. (704) 366-7720
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Renata Hesse ’
Trial Attorney !
Antirrust Division i

Depariment of Justice

601 D Strast NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20530

Ra: Microsoft Case

Dear Ms. Hesse:

As a restaurant ownor and consumer, I've seen the immediate impact that slowdown in the
economy i having on individuals and businesses. | ive daily with the changes in government
reguiations. Many ara important 0 the health of our citizens, but other regulations and antitrust
lifigation can have a damaging effect on innovation and praduchion.

I have been following the antitrust litigation agains! Microsoft and belie 9 that ihe propased
setilemant agraomont strikes a halance between the needs of the company and those ofils
compatitors. Protections for compatitors include greater fiexibility In adding non-MicrosoR products
to the Windows operating system and access to tachnical specifications about the operating
system. At the sama tima, Microsoft can continue fts efforts 1o develop hew, innovative products.

Itis ime to accept this agreement and get technology companies back to the business of
innovafion and product development, A thriving technology indusiry can have & ripple effect on my
own husiness. | know that here in North Carolina a strong boost in bschnology and other sectors 18
needed to build our economy back to the level we had a year or avan three years ago.

Thank your for your attention fo this issue.

_Singerely,
o e

Phil Levine
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